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Drodzy Czytelnicy.

Jesienny zeszyt Silva laponicarum [ # zawiera teksty odczytow
wygtoszonych przez Prof. Yoko Matsuoka-McClain, w trakcie jej
pobytu w Polsce w zimie 2005 roku. Teksty opatrzyta komentarzem
dr Monika Szychulska.

Minety juz dwa lata od czasu ukazania sie naszego pierwszego
zeszytu. Objetos¢ Silvy wzrasta i réznicuje sie takze tematyka
artykutow. Z radoscig witamy nowg osobe w kolegium redakcyjnym.
Jej obecnos¢ wydatnie pomoze nam w statym ulepszaniu formuty i
zawartosci periodyku.

Zyczymy przyjemnej jesiennej lektury.

Kolegium redakcyjne E-mail: silvajp@amu.edu.pl

Poznan-Warszawa, wrzesien 2006



Dear Readers,

The autumn fascicle of Silva laponicarum [ #£ contains the
transcript of lectures given by Prof. Yoko Matsuoka-McClain during
her stay in Poland in winter 2005. The commentary to the lectures
was provided by Dr. Monika Szychulska.

It has already been two years since our first fascicle was issued.
The volume of Silva increases and the scope of subjects diversifies.
We are happy to welcome a new member of the editorial board who
will contribute to continually improve the formula and contents of our
periodical.

We wish you a pleasent autumnt reading.

The editorial board E-mail: silvajp@amu.edu.pl

Poznan-Warsaw, September 2006
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Monika Szychulska

Between East and West:
A Profile of Professor Yoko McClain

Little did I know the good fortune had in store for me when I was a student
of the Japanese Department at Warsaw University. | read Mago Musume
Kara Mita Soseki (Soseki: Granddaughter's View) by Yoko McClain and
was inspired to write a fan letter to this granddaughter of my favorite
author. I did not expect any answer. Imagine my surprise when I received a
reply from Professor McClain! Later we would meet. Even more startling,
Professor McClain would visit Warsaw University in the year 2000, to
deliver a lecture to the students and teachers of the Japanese Department.
At that time in 2000, I thought this was our last meeting. How happy [ was
when we would meet again one year later, in Japan. Like the protagonists
of most of Soseki’s books, we would treat ourselves to “soba noodle.”
Another year passed and we would meet again. This time, we saw each
other in the International House in Roppongi. The encounter was possible
because Professor McClain, who resides in the USA, visits Japan every
year with her lectures. During her travels, she writes. Busy as she was, she
was kind enough to find time for me. Then, I was lucky to attend the fifty-
year anniversary of Yoko Matsuoka McClain’s arrival to the USA, her
“Golden Jubilee” celebrated by loyal students, faculty, friends and family
at Gerlinger Hall on the University of Oregon campus.

I could not imagine it might somehow be possible to invite this
internationally famous professor to come to Poland again. Yet, a
symposium on Soseki for the centennial publishing of Soseki’s first book, /
Am A Cat, was to be held at the Japanese Department of Adam Mickiewicz
University, providing a fresh opportunity to meet again. Professor McClain
was asked to participate in the symposium and deliver a lecture on her
famous grandfather, Natsume Soseki, with an additional request for a
lecture for the Japanese Department students. The Japanese Art and
Technology Center Manngha in Cracow requested another talk and after
that, the Japanese Embassy of Poland in Warsaw asked Professor McClain
to speak about her family, especially Soseki and his wife, Kyoko. This was
a time we could really be together, traveling from place to place. It was
exhausting and tiring, but Professor McClain did not complain once.

Born in Tokyo, Professor McClain speaks very fast, in the typical Tokyo
way, reflective of the intense, fast-paced city itself. Her first contact with
the English language began when she was a little child, in the Christian
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kindergarten she attended. As a high school student, she often went to the
cinema with her sister to watch American movies. There, she first saw
Tyrone Power, whom she thought was surely the most handsome actor on
film. She wanted to write a letter to the suave movie star one day, and
studied English hard. Later following the advice of her mother, Soseki’s
eldest daughter Fudeko, the teenage Yoko Matsuoka entered prestigious
Tsuda Eigaku Juku, (present-day Tsuda College), to study English further.
However, this dream of writing to Tyron Power was never realized. War
broke out between Japan and the United States in 1941, disrupting all
normal life and her studies. Like many other students, Professor McClain
went to work in a make-shift factory, set up inside her college gym, with
three alternating work shifts to make airplane pistons. Bomb attacks
frequently made the frightened young students to run to the bomb shelters
during the air raids.

After the war, during the resulting US occupation of Japan, McClain found
work at the US Armed Forces Radio Station in Tokyo, as a translator-typist.
A friend working with her suggested she took a test for a GARIOA
(Government Account for Relief for Occupies Areas) scholarship, which
was funded by the US Government. This scholarship was initially financed
by the money Japan paid as its debt to the USA in 1949. In September
1951, Japan and the USA concluded a Peace Treaty, so the occupation
ended. In honor of Senator Fulbright, the GARIOA scholarship thus
became one of the most prestigious international exchange programs for
students or professionals throughout the world, today called a “Fulbright.”
Professor McClain passed the exam. Her wise parents approved and urged
her to continue her studies abroad, for they saw that America in 1952
would provide a much better environment for their conscientious, studious
daughter, than war-torn Japan where people were just struggling to survive.
So, it transpired that Yoko Matsuoka McClain came to the United States in
1952. She took part in an orientation at the University of Washington in
Seattle, together with forty other international students, after which, in
September, she went to Eugene, Oregon. She was bewitched by the green
of the University of Oregon campus, a dramatic contrast to war-devastated
Japan. When she saw the wide expanse of the green grass on the campus,
she felt moved to tears because she had not seen such a large, fresh,
beautiful green space for many years. Back in Japan where she was so
hungry, where rationing food, especially rice and sugar, was the norm, she
could never have known the abundant contrast she would find in her
student housing where at last she could have as much food as she wanted.
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She decided to study French as her major, also attending classes in German,
Italian, Spanish and Chinese. At the university she met Robert McClain, a
quiet, gentle young man and art lover, whom she married. Before her
marriage, she sought and again received her parents’ consent. Her father
wrote to her saying that living in the States should be good for her, while
having an American relative would broaden their personal perspective of
the world. A new life, the birth of her only child, a baby boy completed
their union. Ever curious and eager for more education, Yoko McClain
attended the University of Oregon’s graduate school, majoring in
comparative literature. By 1964, she was invited to teach as a graduate
assistant at the Department of Foreign Languages of her Alma Mater,
which commenced a teaching career lasting thirty years. These were years
of intensive dedication because Professor McClain was enthusiastic, and
exacting toward her students. She was aware that in many schools teachers
were too sympathetic toward students, thinking that Japanese was difficult,
and therefore requiring slow study. Good students were getting bored
because instructions proceeded so slowly. Professor McClain decided that
it would be more effective to go fast. She thought the more students
learned during class, the more they would remember afterwards. The
students respected her for this demanding attitude. She was considered a
forthright, good-natured and generous teacher. Students knew she was
strict, but also fair. If the students did not try hard, they failed. When they
tried hard, they were rewarded with support, positive encouragement and
good grades.

When Professor McClain started to teach in the early 1960s, only a few
students were interested in Japanese language. In the 1970s, when the
university experienced budget cuts, the Japanese language program was
one of the first on the list scheduled to be canceled. Considering the
delicate relation between Japan and the United States, Professor McClain
appealed to the University administration to recognize the importance of
learning foreign language, especially Japanese. Thanks to this effort, she
helped to save the program! The number of students interested in Japanese
gradually increased, and from the 1980’s, the number of Oregon public
schools offering Japanese courses multiplied. At present, the former
students of Yoko McClain play important roles in communication between
Japan and the USA, teaching at schools, working in Japanese and
American companies, translating, leading and working in diplomacy. That
is one of the reasons that the Japanese Language and Literature Department
of the University of Oregon is one of the top language programs within the
United States.
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Professor McClain will often comment on the importance of “mutual
understanding” between nations, of the need to be open-minded and
willing to learn about other countries as much as possible in order to co-
exist in a peaceful world. Therefore, in 1994, when she became a Professor
Emerita of the University of Oregon, after leaving her teaching position,
she began to write her ideas down. At present she is the author of many
articles and books on Japanese language, culture, art, literature, life in the
United States and the differences between Japanese and English. Her books
are widely read — her Handbook of Modern Japanese Grammar, published
in 1981 by Hokuseido Press, is now in its 21st printing in use worldwide.
Her far- reaching influence was felt in another way in 1996, for she chose
to give the University of Oregon two rental properties, which she was left
after death of her husband. On this occasion she mentioned she simply
wanted “to give back what she received,” a token gesture of her devotion
to the University education.

Writing and lecturing in many different countries as well as Japan keeps
Professor McClain busy to the degree, that she once observed she had
never “technically retired." Now, she keeps in touch with her former
students, who began in the 1990°s to collect donations to create the Yoko
McClain Professorship, an endowed chair at the University of Oregon for
instruction of Japanese language, literature and culture. In 2002, she was
recognized for her career achievements and given a prestigious award from
the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Oregon. In 2003, after
more than sixty years from the time she began to learn English to write a
letter to her favorite Hollywood movie star, she was granted her highest
honor to date. The Japan Foreign Minister’s Award was presented to her for
her contributions towards “improving the understanding and cultural
relations between Japan and the United States.” In general, her respect for
knowledge corresponds with her respect for people. Having experienced
the horrors of war she urges the need to search for similarities and
tolerance for diversity among all people. “...No matter how different the
cultures of the two countries are, people are humans; we all appreciate
others’ thoughtfulness. The world is getting smaller every day and if we
learn to understand each other in spite of our cultural differences, it
becomes a better place to live in...” is one of her quotes from a meeting
with foreign students at Waseda University.

It is sometimes stated that the life of Professor McClain bore some
similarity to that one of her grandfather, Natsume Soseki. Soseki in one of
his essays wrote that he “...majored in literature because a friend advised
him to, went abroad, taught at university and wrote a newspaper serial
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novel, I Am A Cat, which brought him fame, all because of other people’s
requests...* to the degree that Soseki‘s “life had been formulated by people
around him.* Professor McClain also heeded the advice of her family and
friends. She entered the Tsuda Eigaku Juku advised by her mother and
advised by her friend she decided to take an English exam. Even her
popular Modern Japanese Grammar was created due to the requests of her
students, based on the sample sentences she used during her classes.
Despite this, there is a major difference between Professor McClain and
her esteemed grandfather. Even though Soseki had a great knowledge of
the West, he never managed to unify the West and Japan, except in his
writing, for he did not feel comfortable in England, where he studied on
scholarship in 1900-1902. On the other hand, Professor McClain feels
comfortable both in Japan and in the United States. She says she would
enjoy living in Japan, her native land, where she has family, as well as in
the States, where everything is simple, where she feels free to do what she
loves to do, and where she also has family. Her life shows that she has
become a bridge connecting Japan and the United States. The same
connection between that of the East and West is poignantly seen in the very
name of her beloved only grandson — Alejandro Soseki McClain.
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Yoko Matsuoka McClain
Natsume Soseki and Jane Austen

Many contemporary readers are not aware that Natsume Soseki was a
scholar in English literature before he turned to full-time writing. He was
educated at Tokyo Imperial University (present Tokyo University), from
which he graduated in 1893 as the second student majoring in English. In
1900 he was sent to England as a government scholar. Returning to Japan
in 1903, Soseki took a position of lecturer at his Alma Mater, teaching such
courses as Shakespeare, Theory of Literature, and Eighteenth Century
English Literature. In 1907 he turned to full-time writing, and until his
death in 1916, he devoted his life to this pursuit, leaving behind a rich
written legacy, for which now he is mainly remembered. Without his
extensive background in English literature, however, Soseki probably
could never have produced many of his memorable modern novels. He
writes much about English authors, particularly of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. Among them, he seems to have especially admired
Jane Austen. In his writing as well as in his talks with others, Soseki
repeatedly praised her work. It may be interesting and worthwhile, then, to
study Soseki’s comments on the work of Jane Austen and to examine
whether his writing has been influenced by it.

Soseki’s first comments on Jane Austen are found in notes written in the
books he apparently purchased and read in London in 1901. His personal
library, which is preserved in at Tohoku University in Sendai, contains
Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility, Emma, and Mansfield Park.'
Soseki apparently read Jane Austen’s other works as well, borrowing them
from libraries or friends. In fact, in one of his books, he speaks of
Northanger Abbey, which proves he read it also.

In the books by Jane Austen in Soseki’s library, one finds that most of them
have a short general comment inside the cover, as well as marginal remarks
on several specific paragraphs or sentences. To Sense and Sensibility,
which he apparently read first according to his own pencil marks, “finish
en (sic) 18th January 1901.”* Soseki wrote this comment in English inside
the cover:

! During World War II Soseki’s personal library as well as many of his belongings were
transported from Tokyo to Tohoku University in Sendai, 100 miles north of Tokyo,
where Komiya Toyotaka, one of his students, was teaching. These objects escaped the
damage from the air raids of 1945.

? Natsume Soseki. 1956-59. “Zosho no yohaku ni kinyl saretaru tanpyd narabini
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Very tame, insipid, no excitement, but very natural, every
character well delineated with nice distinction, no moralizing
like Eliot, yet healthy in tone. Drawing-room novel, fit for girls’
reading. Style natural, not terse, vigorous, a lady’s style, no fire,
no passion.’

What favorably impressed Soseki, then, seems to have been Jane Austen’s
naturalness both in the plot and style. For Soseki, naturalness always seems
to have been one of the most essential qualities in good writing. In
discussing fictional characters, Soseki once said:

The character created by a writer does not have to be his
neighbor, or someone whom he has actually met, but it has to
be natural enough to convince readers that such a person exists
in this world."

Except for favorable opinion on naturalness, well-delineated
characterization, and healthy tone, Soseki does not give particular praise to
Sense and Sensibility. Some of his observations such as “tame,” “insipid,”
“drawing-room novel,” “fit for girls’ reading” are by no means
complimentary.

Soseki apparently read Pride and Prejudice next, on which his general

comment was again written in English:

Humorous, easy, calm, serene, never excited. No page either
describing ‘prose poetry.” Dramatic, but not poetic nor romantic.
No arrant knave except Wickham, no perfect man, both sides of
human nature are never lost sight of. Little idioms, much less
slang, for there are no character who use it. The style so
monotonous that it always goes at even pace regardless or the
particular phase of mind or certain phenomenon of nature, which
is the object of the author to describe, adequately. Characters:

zakken” (short comments and notes written in books), [in:] Komiya Toyotaka [ed.].
Soseki zenshii (the complete works of Soseki — hereafter referred to as S.Z.), Tokyo:
Iwanami Shoten ( [EEOREICFEA SN 2 ML ICHEE Mica %] /)
‘B W] R EIE) |, Vol XXXII, p.46.

3 8.7, XXXII, pp. 45-46.

# «Sakuchii no jinbutsu” (characters in novels) ( TYEFHO A#] ) , S.Z., Vol. XXXV,
p- 96.
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Elizabeth, Jane, Mr. Bennet, Mrs. Bennet, Lady Catherine,
Darcy, all they are drawn with masterly hand.’

One of the adjectives he used to convey his overall impression is “easy,”
which apparently indicates Jane Austen’s effortless writing. He notes that
her style, though monotonous and even, can carry all the important feelings
of each occasion to the readers. It is apparent that Soseki rated Pride and
Prejudice much higher than Sense and Sensibility. The word, “calm,”
“serene,” and “never excited” all show Soseki’s favorable feelings toward
Jane Austen’s attitude in writing.

On Emma, Soseki only writes, “Bronte’s verdict on Austen’s work, apt and
pithy, worthy of her. I am quite of the same opinion with her. Jan. 10,
1901.7° Although Soseki does not specify the precise verdict he meant in
this case, it seems likely that he had in mind the following criticism by
Charlotte Bronte which is often quoted by various critics:

She does her business of delineating the surface of the lives of
the genteel English people curiously well. There is a Chinese
fidelity, a miniature delicacy in the painting. She ruffles her
reader by nothing vehement, disturbs him by nothing profound.
The passions are perfectly unknown to her . . . Her business is
not half so much with human heart as with the human eye,
mouth, hands, and feet. What seems keenly, speaks aptly, moves
flexibly, it suits her study; but what throbs fast and full, though
hidden, what the blood rushes through, what is the unseen seat
of life and the sentient target of death—this Miss Austen
ignores.’

Soseki agrees with Bronte’s statement but differs from her in that while
Bronte regards Jane Austen’s omission of the dramatic as a weakness,
Soseki sees it as her strong point. It brings out the naturalness of her works,
as he later explains in his Bungakuron (Theory of Literature) published in
1907.

Soseki’s reading of Jane Austen’s works resulted in part of the chapter
“Realistic Technique” in his Bungakuron. He devotes a great many pages

3 8.7, XXXIV, pp 46-47.

6 «7gsho no yohaku ni. . .,” p. 47.

! Bronte, Charlotte. 1908. “Letter to W. S. Williams, dated April 12, 1850.” [in:]
Clement Shorter [ed.]. The Brontes: Life and Letters. London: Hodder and Stoughton,
pp. 127-28.
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to analyzing her method of realistic description, sometimes discussing her
works separately, as other times comparing her technique with that of other
writers. The very fact that Soseki chose Austen to exemplify this technique
indicates his high regard for her writing in general. Soseki seems to be
particularly impressed by two elements: one is the selection of a simple
subject, and the other is simplicity as a method of expression. By using
common words to describe the ordinary, Jane Austen offers to her readers
something which many other writers with more sophistication fail to do.
Soseki’s reading of Jane Austen’s works and his citation of them in his
Bungakuron were done before he became a novelist. After he turned to
full-time writing, he mentioned Austen’s name frequently, though the
nature of his comments on her works is causal rather than scholarly and
critical. Soseki’s talks with reporter for a women’s newspaper in Tokyo is
recorded:

Miss Austen’s style is common, easy, and objectively realistic.
The style does not have any definite change or excitement, but
her works are interesting not only for English people, but
foreigners as well. It is because her own personality moves over
to her works, and the appearance and personality of each
character in her novels become so vivid. She expresses the
characteristics of each clearly and alertly. It seems that women
are good in objective realism, because they observe things
carefully.®

In the same year Soseki again discussed Jane Austen with another
magazine reporter:

In writing novels, every author depends on different methods.
Some can write nonchalantly, while others have to induce
artificially the inspiration to write. . . For example, Miss Austen
wrote a page between peeling potatoes. Then she takes care of
the children, washes clothes, and again writes a page. She does
not care where she starts or where she ends. She stops wherever
she has to stop, in order to do her household chores. Yet these
things never bother her. And she produced such masterpieces.’

® <Joshi no bungakusha” (women and literature) ( [ F-OX%%] ) , S.Z Vol.
XXXIV, p. 91.
? “Jinkoteki kankyd” (artificial inspiration) ( [ A THREEL] ) |, Ibid.
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Morita Sohei, Soseki’s student, wrote the following:

On several Thursday Meetings'’ right after Soseki quit teaching
at Tokyo Imperial University, he talked about English literature
quite often. Those of whom he spoke were Sterns, Swift, Miss
Austen, and Stevenson. . . He particularly recommended very
highly Jane Austen’s works as being excellent in her realistic
method, and often told me personally to read them. He said,
“This is the novel written by a housewife who writes between
childcare and potato-peeling, and yet it is a masterpiece.”"!

Jane Austen never married nor had children. It is strange that Soseki had
this distorted picture of her life. Perhaps his ignorance can be explained by
assuming that this is an impression he received from reading her works and
that he never studied her biography. Soseki mentioned Jane Austen’s name
again in 1908 in his short essay:

If we divide literary people into two groups, one with formal
education and the other without, we find very few without.
However, those with education sometimes have not written any
good work, and vice versa. . . . for example, the works by Jane
Austen have been admired by many people and I am one of
them. However, after reading her works, we can see that this
woman has never received any formal education. This is a good
example that Jane Austen is naturally equipped with the ability
to see this world and interpret it, even though she did not
receive formal education.'?

Soseki is ordinarily considered one of the most highly educated writers of
modern Japan. But in his later years, he condemned intellect acquired
through education. He came to feel that it had nothing to do with his
welfare in this world. The more knowledge we acquire, the more it

1n his lifetime, Soseki set aside every Thurday afternoon and evening for seeing his
friends and students. Many gathered around him, discussing every possible subject.
This was called Mokuyokai (AME<s) : *Thursday meeting’.

" Morita Sohei. 1943. Zoku, Natsume Soseki, (Natsume Soseki: second volume),
Kochou Shorin (R & [ « EHMA]  HO : FUSTER) | p. 456.

12 “Mukyoiku na bunshi to kyoiku aru bunshi” (literary man with and without
education) ( MEHBRLLL#HBFH L UL ) |, SZ Vol. XXXV, p. 176.
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hindered his happiness. In his novels he occasionally expressed this doubt
about the value of intellect. Perhaps it is not a mere coincidence that Soseki
admired the works by Jane Austen, who had little formal education, yet
was equipped with unusual natural powers of understanding. Again, in
1909, Soseki wrote of Jane Austen:

To use nature as the background in a novel depends on an
author’s preference. Nature helps to make the novel good
sometimes, and again at the other times, nature is not necessary
in novels. For example, Jane Austen seems to have never used
nature in her novels. She dealt with nothing else except human
beings. She produced excellent novels without using nature for
their background."

Soseki himself was keenly interested in the beauty of nature, and once he
even regretted Swift’s lack of interest in the beauty of nature in his
Gulliver's Travels. Yet he still admires Jane Austen who seems to have
disregarded nature.

After 1909 one can find very little mention of Jane Austen in Soseki’s
writings, but Abe Yoshishige and Matsuoka Yuzuru, both students of
Soseki, state in their respective articles that Soseki often talked about Jane
Austen’s name as an excellent writer, towards the end of his life."

We shall now look into Soseki’s last and unfinished novel Meian that is
usually considered the height of Soseki’s literary technique. We shall
compare it with Pride and Prejudice, the masterpiece of Jane Austen,
which Soseki particularly admired. We have already noted that Soseki
enthusiastically accepted Jane Austen’s choice of everyday domestic life as
her subject. Soseki, too, chose everyday life for the setting of Meian, and
dealt with the ugliness of egoism, which Soseki regarded as the motive of
all human activities.

The scene of Meian is set around a couple, Tsuda Yoshio and Nobuko, or
more commonly called Onobu, who have been married less than six
months. Their marriage, in spite of its seemingly happy tone, is not really a
peaceful one. Before his marriage to Onobu, Tsuda had a girl friend,

13 “Shosetsu ni mochiiru tennen” (nature in novels) ( [E&ERLICHWARIR] ) ,SZ
Vol. XXXTV, p. 200.
14 Cf.: Abe Yoshishige. 1954. “Natsume Sensei no Tsuioku”. (reminiscence of Natsume

Soseki), Bungei, June (ZZf5Hepk [HBEAOBRE] [X3=] 6 A%) L p. 99;
Matsuoka Yuzuru. 1986. Soseki Sensei (Natsume Soseki). Tokyd: Iwanami Shoten (2

R DWCASEED R EEEIE) pp. 154-55.
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Kiyoko, but she suddenly left Tsuda without any explanation, at least to
him, and married another businessman. Though Tsuda was disturbed by
this incident, he felt no responsibility on his side. Shortly afterwards, he
met Onobu, whom he married. Tsuda never confesses to Onobu his having
known Kiyoko before his marriage. However, partly because Tsuda still
thinks of Kiyoko, he cannot love Onobu wholeheartedly. Onobu, who also
has strong pride like Tsuda, hides from others the fact that her marriage is
unsatisfactory but is determined to do whatever she can to make the
situation better.

The fact that Tsuda loved Kiyoko before his marriage is concealed in the
beginning of the novel, so that the story moves for some time in suspense;
even after the readers are informed of it, Onobu does not know for a long
time. Thus Soseki uses dramatic irony. This is a technique used by Jane
Austen in Pride and Prejudice. “She heightens the readers’ sense of
dramatic irony at all points,” ' by contrasting what the heroines know and
what the readers know.

Jane Austen had an unusually keen interest in human beings and their
relationships. Soseki’s main concern in Meian is also the complexity of
human nature and human relationships, both of which are characterized by
intense egoism. He deals with the relationship between Tsuda and Onobu,
between the Tsudas and outside society, between Tsuda alone and society,
and between Onobu alone and society. These complicated human
relationships, as well as the psychological process of each individual,
constitute the novel.

Jane Austen rebuilt domestic life with her artistry and intelligence by
employing a theatrical setting. She was much concerned with the novel as
a work of art, and what supports this artistic value of Jane Austen’s work is
her intense interest in human character. It was natural that Soseki, who was
also deeply concerned with ethical problems found in Jane Austen what he
looked for in literature: “when ethical, it is artistic, when truly artistic, it
never fails to be ethical,”'® as he wrote in his personal memorandum in
May of 1916, the year of his death.

Soseki admired Jane Austen’s excellent character delineation through
dialogue. He used the same technique in many of the conversations in
Meian, which not only reveal the personality, way of thinking, and
psychological experience of the speakers, but also place the speakers in the

15 Booth, Wayne C. 1961. The Rhetoric of Fiction. Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, p. 255.

16 «Nikki oyobi danpen (3)” (diary and notes 3) ( [HFE&MA =1 ) , S.Z Vol
XXVI, p. 213.
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author’s total scheme. For example, when we read a few lines of dialogue
between Onobu and her sister-in-law Ohide, we can clearly see not only
the relationship between these two women but also the relationship
between Onobu and Tsuda, and between Ohide, her husband, and her
children."’

If the success of Pride and Prejudice owes much to Jane Austen’s use of
subtle irony, the success of Soseki’s Meian also depends heavily on
profound irony. Irony is found not only is conversation in Jane Austen’s
novels but also in the situation throughout. For example, Mrs. Bennet who
is so enthusiastic in getting her oldest daughter Jane married to Mr. Bingley,
becomes the main obstacle for his marriage because of her unrefined
aggressiveness. The main difference in the irony between Pride and
Prejudice and Meian is that, while the irony of the former more often has a
humorous effect, that of the latter is always grave. Onobu is eager to be
loved by Tsuda. Since she cannot bring herself to beg for his love because
of her pride, she resorts to artifice in order to win it, never realizing that
her artificiality is merely unpleasant to Tsuda.

In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen presents a double theme as shown in
the heroine Elizabeth representing the duality of this theme. But the main
characters are not alone in having traits representative of pride and
prejudice, because all the other characters also demonstrate more or less
the same theme. The plot is intricate and closely woven around the theme,
and it moves around the protagonists as well as the minor characters.
Soseki also gives the double theme to the title, Meian, meaning light and
darkness. Because the novel is unfinished, it is not clear whether Soseki
meant to represent light and darkness in heroes or heroines as in Pride and
Prejudice. In the work as we now have it, it may be, as some critics suggest,
that this double theme is exemplified by the two women figures, Kiyoko
for light, and Onobu for shadow, the former being a relaxed, optimistic,
and natural woman, while the latter is tense, competitive, and artificial. At
any rate, this is less important than the fact that Soseki gave each character
two sides. As mentioned previously, all the characters in this novel display
egoism in their own way, but at the same time Soseki did not forget to give
them some merits. In commenting Pride and Prejudice, Soseki once stated,
“(there is) no perfect man, both sides of human nature are never lost sight
of.” Jane Austen certainly did not make any character in her novel a perfect
human being. As a rational woman of the eighteenth century, she knew
well society and individuals in it were not perfect. Careful reading of

" Meian (2) (Light and Darkness) ( [BAR§] ) , S.Z. Vol. XV, pp. 70-72.
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Meian shows that Soseki, too, does not paint any one character merely as
an egoistic person. He has also a thoughtful side. For example, Kobayashi,
Tsuda’s old schoolmate, who is an editor of an unsuccessful magazine, is
by no means a pleasant man, but even he exhibits delicate gentleness to a
poor young painter by sharing what little money he has with him.

Although Jane Austen gives no explicit attention to the happenings of her
time, such as the French Revolution and the Napoleonic wars, social and
intellectual change is at the core of her work. As a novelist who had shown
great interest in human behavior, Jane Austen must have considered
economic or class issues as the basis for social behavior. Soseki, too, pays
no specific attention in Meian to the turbulent events of his times, but he
shows his interest in them by creating a man like Kobayashi, who
represents Japanese socialism around 1910.

Lastly Jane Austen used objective techniques in writing the novels. She
stood outside of the sphere of her novels and often presented as a theme
such human weaknesses as self-deceit, with which even a rational person
attempts to disguise his selfish motives. A certain cool indifference
perceived in Jane Austen stems from her recognition of human limitations
and weaknesses. Soseki, too, treats all the characters in Meian fairly. He
exposes impartially every fault or defect as well as the merits of each
characters. He does this with such great objectivity that seems as though
the novel has an existence apart from the author. When Soseki wrote Meian,
he, too, then must have had the realistic recognition of human limitation.
We have found that there is much similarity in techniques as well as in
writing attitudes between the works of Soseki and Jane Austen. It may not
be correct, however, to presume that Soseki imitated Jane Austen’s
technique consciously, because he once said:

Every book I have read so far has influenced me in some way
or other. . . . It is the same as the food we eat. Even though we
forget how it tasted, the food itself goes to the stomach and then
eventually becomes our blood and flesh. . . . What I read is
digested anl(g becomes something formless and exists in my
brain. .. ..

It is evident that as a scholar of English literature, Soseki was greatly
impressed by the writings of Jane Austen. Having compared Meian and

18 “Meredeisu no fu” (the report of Meredith’s death) ( [ A LT A ADFER ) ,S.Z
Vol. XXXV, p. 213.
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Pride and Prejudice, we have seen that Soseki indeed learned much from
Austen. However, the result of learning is not a simple crude imitation. His
learning has been well digested, if we borrow his own expression, making
Meian one of the most outstanding, genuinely modern novels of the
twentieth century Japan.
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STRESZCZENIA/ SUMMARIES / %4

The three lectures are published in languages they were originally given.
The number of references and footnotes has been reduced in order to
preserve the spoken character of the content. The order of lectures and the
places they were given are as follows:

Natsume Soseki and Jane Austen — 10th December, 2005; Department of
Japanese Studies, Oriental Insitute, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan.

RIS R7IA - 12th December, 2005; Manggha Center of
Japanese Art and Technology, Cracow.

WA, FLTEFRAICDWVWT — 14th December, 2005; Japanese
Embassy, Warsaw.
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BRIBNDOREME - 20054412H120 ;757 7, AARE
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PRACE NADSYLANE / FOR CONTRIBUTORS / #f#

1. Przyjmujemy niepublikowane
gdzie indziej dokumenty w
formacie MS Word, w objetosci
do ok. 40 000 znakow z
wilaczeniem spacji. Wymagany
jezyk dokumentoéw do publikacji
to angielski lub japonski. W
innych jezykach przyjmowane sa
wylacznie ttumaczenia japonskich
tekstow.

2. Prosimy dostosowaé
transkrypcj¢ wyrazow japonskich
do standardu Hepburna lub
Kunrei, przy uzyciu dostgpnych
czcionek. Transkrypcja wyrazéw
niejaponskich powinna by¢
zgodna ze standardem de facto dla
danego jezyka. Redakcja moze
zasugerowac zmiang systemu
transkrypcji tekstu.

3. Przypisy powinny znajdowac
si¢ na dole strony.

4. Do tekstu gtéwnego powinno
zostaé zataczone krotkie
streszczenie oraz informacja o
autorze w jezyku angielskim i
japonskim.

5. Komitet redakcyjny decyduje o
dopuszczeniu tekstu do publikacji
i powiadamia o tym fakcie autora.
6. Nadestanie tekstu oznacza
zgodg na jego publikacje drukiem
i na wprowadzenie do tekstu
niezbgdnych zmian edytorskich.
7. Teksty prosimy nadsytaé
jednoczes$nie pocztg elektroniczng
(wersja elektroniczna) oraz poczta
klasyczna (w formie drukowanej)
na nastgpujace adresy:

1. We accept documents
unpublished elsewhere in
MS Word format, not longer
than 40 000 characters
including spaces.
Documents should be in
English or Japanese. Only
translations from Japanese
may be accepted in other
languages.

2. Use available fonts to
adjust the romanization of
to the Hepburn or Kunrei
standard. Words other than
Japanese should be
romanized according to the
de facto standard for a given
language. We may
recommend the change of
romanization system.

3. Footnotes should be
included on the bottom of
the page.

4. Main text should come
with short summary and
information on the
contributor in English and
Japanese.

5. The editorial board
qualifies a text for
publication and notifies the
author of this fact.

6. It is understood that by
submitting the text the
contributors give their
consent to its publication in
print and to making
necessary editorial changes.
7. We await both your e-
mail (computer file) and
snail mail (printed version)
contributions at:

Silva laponicarum

Instytut Orientalistyczny
ul. Miedzychodzka 5
60-371 Poznan, Poland

E-mail: silvajp@amu.edu.pl
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